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Gage Gave Big!

Big Give Gage is a 24-hour time of
giving where area non-profits can
6
PU R P L E BI N PR O J E C T
ride a wave of generosity and earn
valuable matching funds for
7
SE RVI CE S
projects making a difference in
7
DONAT IONS
Gage County. For the third year in
a row, Hope Crisis Center used
7
C L I E NT N E E D S
this platform to raise money for
BO A R D O F DI R E C T O R S 8
our Building Hope Capital
Campaign for Safe Shelter. This
8
ST AF F
year, Gage County (and beyond)
Domestic Violence
gave BIG!
After a few years of aiming for
Awareness Month
$5,000, we thought $7,500 was a
truly
audacious goal. Imagine our
Domestic violence is
pure delight when we surpassed
a pattern of
that amount by noon! With
intentionally abusive donations pouring in from all over
behaviors used to
the nation thanks to our
establish a system of
determined outreach in the 50
States Bonus Challenge, we had
control over an
no choice but to set a new goal of
intimate partner.
enthusiasm during the Big Give,
$10,000—which we also surpassed!
which resulted in an extra $500.
In 24 hours, 114 supporters from 27
1 in 4 women and
This,
plus matching funds, brought
states (and one Canadian province)
our grand total to $12,402.10!
nearly 1 in 10 men
helped us raised $11,435.00 for
have experienced
victims of abuse in Gage County and We are so incredibly grateful for
sexual violence,
beyond. This is the largest sum of
everyone who gave on this truly
money we have ever raised in a
inspiring day of generosity. If you
physical violence,
single
event!
missed out and would like to
and/or stalking by an
support
our mission, check out
intimate partner
A few weeks later, during the check
presentation ceremony, we were pages 5 and 6 for more ways to give!
during their lifetime.
We are always accepting monetary
presented with the Legacy Award
donations and necessity items!
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/
for outstanding energy and
pdf/ipv/IPV-factsheet_2020_508.pdf
GI VI NG TUE S DAY
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The Most Dangerous Time
For those of us who have never experienced domestic
violence firsthand, it’s easy to wonder why anyone
would ever stick around to endure such unacceptable
treatment. If it’s so bad, so toxic, so dangerous, why
wouldn’t they just pack a bag and leave? Naturally,
these often-well-intentioned questions can lead us to a
place where blaming the victim’s deficiencies seems
perfectly logical. Why would they tolerate such a
terrible person, subject their children to a dangerous
environment, and allow this abusive behavior to
continue?
As it turns out, it’s not as simple as packing a bag and
sending a break-up text. For Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, Hope Crisis Center created a series
of short films chronicling the leaving process for
victims of abuse. A number of common threads
emerged from our interviews with Kim and Jennifer, as
well as our ongoing work with Bailey, whose stories we
will overview here. Once we take a closer look at the
dynamics that victims face, it becomes clear that they
stay for a number of very valid reasons, namely
because abusers create impossible situations in order to
maintain control. When this control is challenged, the
violence often escalates to a fever pitch, which makes
“leaving” the most dangerous (and potentially lethal)
time for a victim.

details, the unknows, and the events leading up to her
daughter Brooke’s death.
Brooke was a nurse, a mother of three girls, an avid
runner, and the kind of person who always wore a
smile. That’s a detail I heard over and over from
everyone, including those who only knew her in
passing. It’s the kind of smile you can almost feel when
you look at photos of her, even if you never knew her.
It’s also a smile that concealed a decade of abuse and
makes it hard to comprehend that she died in a
murder-suicide.

While the news of her death dropped like a bomb and
detonated over Southeast Nebraska last April, Brooke’s
Kim and Brooke
story does not begin or end with a shockwave headline.
Kim walked into our office with an unimaginable grief, To understand the jarring reality of what happened
carrying it with a striking grace that I can’t quite put
here, and what happens to so many victims, we have to
into words. The pain in her eyes was vivid and
zoom out and look at the big picture. For those closest
profound, co-existing with a fierce determination that
to her, Brooke’s murder was not exactly a surprise.
surely fuels all-too-many mothers in the pursuit of
Rather, it was a nightmare come to fruition at the end of
justice for their children. In the last few months, she’s a long, terrifying escalation of violence. When Brooke
been contacted by a handful of other grieving moms
ended the relationship, her abuser vowed to end her
who are likewise advocating for policies that protect
life—and the criminal justice system did little to stop
victims of abuse. This drive for change is what brought him. Continued on page 3
Kim to our office this fall to parse through the ugly
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“Jennifer”
Jennifer isn’t her real name, but we’ll call her that for
safety. She has warm eyes and a generous laugh that is
absolutely contagious. Like Brooke, you wouldn’t
guess the horrific abuse she endured just by looking at
her.
Jennifer is a small-town Nebraska girl too. She grew up
in the church, went to parochial school, and married a
man who could recite the Bible like a preacher. He was
a charmer, to say the least. To put it more accurately,
he was a master manipulator with a long history of
skillfully concealed violence. Jennifer’s family was
oblivious to the psychological torture he inflicted upon
her, as well as the physical violence. In fact, he
convinced them that she was the problem and, in doing
so, created a dangerous prison of isolation.

Kim firmly believes that Brooke stayed with her
abuser in an effort to protect his children, who she
loved like her own. Like all victims, I’m sure she was
also keenly aware of the danger she faced by ending
the relationship. As counterintuitive as it might seem,
it’s sometimes safer to stay in an abusive
relationship rather than risk the unhinged rage of
someone who feels entitled to complete control. The
vast majority of intimate partner homicides occur
He, like Brooke’s abuser, threatened to kill Jennifer on
within the year of a victim leaving and, without the
multiple occasions. She left once, but returned after
proper safety supports in place, freedom might come at
feeling pressure from her family and a church that
the ultimate price.
would later pay for her abuser’s attorney and bail fees.
Currently, protections for victims of violence are
When she left the second time, she went into hiding
abysmal, even under the best of circumstances. Unlike and didn’t tell anyone where she was going. She also
many of the people Hope Crisis Center serves, Brooke filed for a protection order, which her abuser violated
had resources. She had a good job, a home, and a
on multiple occasions. Like many victims in the same
strong support network. She also had a protection
boat, she was functionally unprotected, underorder, a gun, and a security system. In the end, none of resourced, and scared for her life.
this prevented her abuser from stalking and eventually
But Jennifer lucked out. Her abuser set an
killing her. Even after violating the protection order
apartment complex on fire, possibly in an attempt to
numerous times and consistently threatening to kill
pin it on her, and was arrested. He spent time in
Brooke, he never spent more than 24 hours in jail. He
prison on those charges, but never for the abuse he
was able to bail out for both arrests and, as Kim put it,
inflicted upon her. Regardless, his incarceration
accountability kept getting pushed off until it was too
provided Jennifer with the security necessary to
late.
rebuild her life, although she was forced to take their
On the day of the murder, he was scheduled to
small daughter into the prison facility for visitations.
appear in court for a protection order violation. Had he
Twenty years have passed since that dark time. Though
remained in jail for these violations, Brooke would still
her ex-husband is currently incarcerated for other
be with us today.
crimes, Jennifer is still afraid of what he might do (to
her or to other women) after he is released.
Continued on page 4
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Bailey and Hollen
Bailey was trying to leave, but she had to be careful.
Her abuser, Jake, had already shot someone and she
was well aware of the danger. The barriers she faced
were significant. He was very violent, monitored her
communications with others, and had cameras in the
house. If something tipped him off to her plan, things
could get worse. On top of that, she was pregnant with
his child and didn’t have an abundance of resources or
support. The logistics of moving out and providing for
her children would be a challenge, even without the
ongoing threat of violence.
She and her best friend had a code word, “sushi,” in
case she needed the police. Calling 911 herself wasn’t
an option, because he would find out and that could
escalate the violence. She had to use the code word on
February 27th when she came home to find her twoyear-old son, Hollen, badly injured on the bed.

In the moments before the police arrived, Bailey was a
hostage negotiator. She had to stay calm. She had to
keep him calm. Her and her daughter’s safety, and
maybe even their lives, depended on it. She found an
excuse to step outside for a moment, just long enough
to make the code word call, and later convinced him to
let her answer the door when the police arrived. When
they came inside, he fled on foot.
Only two days prior, Bailey had visited with law
enforcement about putting a safety plan in place for
her escape. Was Jake onto her plan? Did he abuse her
son as a punishment or as a warning?
Hollen was a happy, blue-eyed boy who loved
dinosaurs and his big sister. He was life-flighted to
Omaha and died in Bailey’s arms later that evening.
This October, Jake was found guilty for terroristic
threats and child abuse resulting in death. He is
currently awaiting sentencing, possibly for life in
prison. At the time of Hollen’s death, Jake was out on

bail for another violent incident: shooting a man five
times. Had he remained in jail for that offense, Hollen
would have celebrated his third birthday this
September.

Between a Rock and a Hard Place
Tragically, there is nothing unique about the
circumstances these victims endured. Impossible
situations, a lack of resources, protection order
violations going unenforced, and low bonds for
violent offenders are common barriers that victims
must navigate when they are fleeing from already
nightmarish scenarios. Many choose to stay in
abusive relationships, knowing that little would stand
between them and the wrath of their partner if they
left. As a society, we need to rethink our attitudes
about domestic violence. How can we, as a society,
increase accountability and monitoring for the most
violent offenders? What can we do to keep victims
safe and prevent more tragedies from happening?
Something must be done. We are long, long overdue
for a change.
Check out our YouTube channel to hear Kim and
Jennifer’s stories.
By Mandy V.
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2021—2nd Quarter Client Services
( July, August, September)

Clients
Served

Hotline
Calls

Shelter
Nights

Shelter
Adults

Shelter
Children

165

1,067

249

13

17

Donations

Thank you to everyone who
donated during the months of July,
August, and September. We
apologize if your name has been
inadvertently omitted.
Jessica Acosta—Crete
Frosty Adams—Wheatland, WY
Jonna Adams—Wymore
Amazon Smile donors
Johnna Austin—Fairbury
Nancy Bissegger—Beatrice
Ryan Bailey—Fairbury
Erna Beach—Beatrice
Gary and Constance Bennett—Beatrice
Blush Ceramic Studio —Beatrice
Brenda and Guy Boden —Dumont, IA
Alison Bonner—Auburn, AL
Megan Borzekofski—Bellfonte, PA
Kristine Briganti—Westminster, CO
Lori Brubacher—Minneapolis, MN
Brynlee Burns—Wilber
Mindy Burns—Wilber
Roxey Burns—Wilber
David Bush—Minneapolis, MN
Dennis and Janet Byars—Beatrice
Steve and Marj Calkin —Beatrice
Russ and Jayne Churchill —Lakewood,
CO
William and Eileene Coffendaffer —
Wymore
Faith and Brent Colgrove —Beatrice
Andie Cornelio—Lincoln
Nick and Deborah Covey —Beatrice
Tracey Crome—Bremen, KS
Bruce and Glenna Dorn —Beatrice
E Street Thrift Store—Fairbury
Kristie Earnhart—Beatrice
Zack and Cari Emerson —Wymore
Rick Faw—Littleton, CO

Teresa Faxon—Odell
Rick Ford—Las Vegas, NV
Braydee Frase—Midway Park, NC
Rebekah Freed—Seward
Mary and Stirling Glenn —Beatrice
Christy Haddan—Fairbury
Kerry Hagemeier—Mitchell, SD
Carmen Hinman—Fairbury
Nate Hinman—Fairbury
Richard and Sheri Hinman —Fairbury
Susan Hajek—Crete
Katharine Hanley Schofield—Lincoln
Donna Harris—Beatrice
Tim Hartley—Hebron
Belinda Hayward—Dallas, TX
Gina Heckey—Beatrice
Pam Hellige—Beatrice
Katharine Higgins—Fairbury
Michelle Holliday —Fairbury
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Michael Houser—Wilber
Steven Hovendick —Beatrice
Karen Jantzen —Canada
Katie Jantzen—Plymouth
Jessica Johnson—Beatrice
Natalie Julin-McCleary—Cedar Falls, IA
Katharine Keys—Atlanta, GA
Steve and Jeanne Kirkland —Fa rme rs
Branch, TX
Julie Knigge—Fairbury
Laura Koch—Beatrice
Stephanie Krivohlavek —Wilber
Ashley LaBrune—Sioux City, IA
Heather Lampe—Fort Wayne, IN
Deanna Lierman—Fairbury
Christina Lock—Beatrice
Chad and Courtney Lottman—Diller
Christy Lucking—Faribury
Ann Luers—Beatrice
Karyn Marcinowski—Walker, MI
G e n e a n d F r a n M a r t i n — B e a t ri c e
Jesi McNeal—Orlando, FL
Shanon Meyer—Wilber
Members Own Credit Union

Dell and Margaret Michaelis—Wymore
Amy Mleynek—Broken Arrow, OK
Sarah Moore—Concordia, KS
Gisele Moore-Huber—Omaha
B o b a n d D a r c y M o r a n — B e a t ri c e
Tawny Morrison —McFarland, WI
Stacy Neubauer—Alma
Kenneth Ostlund—Cortland
Sara Paige—Scottsdale, AZ
Denise Pahl—Beatrice
Deann Paulson—Beatrice
Kaige Pingsley —Romeoville, IL
Briana Prai—Seward
Presbyterian Church of Fairbury
Sandy Reikofski—Prairie Grove, AR
Cate Reed—Walker, MI
Jennifer Reedy—Wilber
Du sty Robinson —Beatrice
Wilma and Marvin Saathoff—Diller
Ambra Sabey-Baker—West Haven, UT
Randy Sandman—Diller
Madeline Schmoldt —Beatrice
Seventh Day Adventist Church —Fairbury
Sips for Shelter donors
Alesha Siebe—Portland, OR
Emily Shockley—Wymore
SJM LLC—Beatrice
T a s h a S m i t h — P o n c a C i t y , OK
St. Paul UCC Benevolence Acct.
St. Paul Lutheran Church —Fairbury
Erin Starr—Fairbury
Jody Starr—Fairbury
Michelle Stewart—Fairbury
The Toro Company
Betty Thompson—Woodland Park, CO
KJ Thorp—Detroit Lakes, MN
Sally Tyma—Deland, FL
Mandy VanLaningham—Beatrice
Dylan Warford—Greenville, NC
Amber Watson—Lynnwood, WA
David Weber—Washington, KS
Beth and Tyler Weishahn —Beatrice
Joshua Welbaum—Albuquerque, NM
Kathy Woodward—Beatrice

Client needs:

If you would like to support Hope Crisis Center’s
mission, consider donating items from this list!
•
•
•
•

Paper towels
Toilet paper
Kleenex
Paper plates

•
•
•

Dish soap
Hand soap
Kitchen trash
bags (13gal.)

•

•

Walmart Gift
Cards $10-$20
Christmas bags
and wrapping
paper

Find us on the web @
www.hopecrisiscenter.org
For Newsletter Information Contact:
Administrative Office
PO BOX 365
515 4th Street
Fairbury, NE 68352
Phone: 402.729.2570
Fax: 402.729.2572
E-mail: chinman@hopecrisiscenter.org

Beatrice Outreach Office
Phone: 402.223.6635

Crete Outreach Office
Phone: 402.826.5727

Seward Outreach Office

If you would like to receive this publication as an e-version only, please email Mandy at prevention@hopecrisiscenter.org with your request.

Please recycle - Share this newsletter with others!

Phone: 402.643.3056

York Outreach Office

Board of Directors:

Phone: 402.362.7527

Toll-Free Confidential Hotline

1.877.388.HOPE (4673)

Andreea Baker, Milford

Stacy Riley, Milford

Board President

Member

Beth Weishahn, Beatrice

Mercedes Leibel, Fairbury

Vice-President

Member

Aaron Leibel, Fairbury

Sarah Roesler, Fairbury

Secretary

Member

Ryan Bailey, Fairbury

Tyler Weishahn, Beatrice

Treasurer

Member

Nicki Vinsonhaler, Gilead

Michelle Holliday, Fairbury

www.hopecrisiscenter.org
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

Member

Member

*If you would be interested in serving on Hope Crisis Center’s Board of
Directors, please contact Carmen at our Administrative Office 402.729.2570

STAFF

Hope Crisis Center is a non-profit
organization committed to empowering
victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault as well as our communities
through advocacy, education, and
confidential emergency services.

Carmen: Executive Director

Shanon: Victim Advocate—Seward

Mindy: Program Manager

County

Mandy: Development and Education

Maribel: Bilingual Victim Advocate

Specialist

Kylee: Victim Advocate, York County

Christina: Victim Advocate— Gage

Cari: Sexual Assault Advocate/Victim

County

Advocate—Jefferson and Thayer

Michelle: Seward County Victim

Counties

Assistance

